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person out of the dominions of France, who has pretended
to disturb this settlement.

"The apprehension that Spain and the West Indies might
be united to France, was the chief inducement to begin this
war i and the effectual preventing of such an union, was the
principle I laid down at the commencement of this treaty.
Former examples, and the late negotiations, sufficiently
shew how difficult it is to find means to accomplish this
work. I would not content myself with such as are specu-
lative, or depend on treaties only: I insisted on what was
solid, and to have at hand the power of executing what
should be agreed.

" I can therefore now tell you, that France at last is
brought to offer, that the Duke of Anjou shall, for himself
and his descendants, renounce for ever all claim to the
crown of France; and that this important article may be
exposed to no hazard, the performance is to accompany the
promise.

" At the same time the succession to the crown of France
is to be declared, after the death of the present dauphin and
his sons, to be in the Duke of Berry and his sons, in the
Duke of Orleans and his sons, and so on to the rest of the
House of Bourbon.

"As to Spain and the Indies, the succession to those
dominions, after the Duke of Anjou and his children, is to
descend to such prince as shall be agreed upon at the treaty,
for ever excluding the rest of the House of Bourbon.

" For confirming the renunciations and settlements before
mentioned, it is further offered, that they should be ratified
in the most strong and solemn manner, both in France and
Spain; and that those kingdoms, as well as all the other
powers engaged in the present war, shall be guarantees to
the same.

"The nature of this proposal is such, that it executes
itself: the interest of Spain is to support it; and in France,
the persons to whom that succession is to belong, will be
ready and powerful enough to vindicate their own right.

" France and Spain are now more effectually divided than
ever. And thus, by the blessing of God, will a real balance
of power be fixed in Europe, and remain liable to as few
accidents as human affairs can be exempted from.